Language Comprehension:
Vocabulary

Frayer Model
Frayer, d., Frederick, W. C.. And Klausmeier, H. J. (1969)
The purpose of the Frayer Model is to identify and define unfamiliar concepts and vocabulary.
Students define a concept/word/term, describe its essential characteristics, provide examples
of the idea and suggest non examples of the idea (knowing what a concept isn’t helps define
what it is). This information is placed on a chart that is divided into four sections to provide a
visual representation for students. The model prompts students to understand words within the
larger context of a reading selection, as it asks students to analyze the concept/word (definition
and characteristics) and then synthesize or apply this information by thinking of examples and
non examples. It also activates prior knowledge of a topic and builds connections.

Step 1 Explain the Frayer model chart to the class by using a common word to demonstrate the various
components. Model the type and quality of desired answers when giving the examples. Think out loud as
you try to come up with examples and non examples, etc. Pictures/symbols can also be used.
Step 2 Then review a pre selected list of key concept words with the class before reading about the topic
in the textbook. Read the text selection. Step 2 Choose a key concept word from the topic read and have
students help you complete the Frayer chart.
Step 3 Pass out blank copies of the Frayer Model or have students create a chart in their copies.
Step 4 Then students practice the strategy in pairs or in small groups with the key concepts and key
vocabulary from the topic. (Each group could also be given different key concept words).
Step 5 The groups share their completed charts with each other. Students can then add additional
words/images/symbols to the Frayer chart until all four categories are substantially represented.
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